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I WILL ACHIEVE 


MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL WILKINSON 
Welcome to the season of giving, reflection, and gratitude. This month, we 
are featuring all of the things that make our school community so great. We 
experience a sense of togetherness doing projects like Fall Overhaul, 
through classroom learning, and by continuing to recognize the 
extraordinary daily efforts of our students and families. 
 


There is no doubt that in order to be a great student, learner, teacher, and 
human, you really need things like self-determination, motivation, and 
positive self-talk. Likewise, those you choose to surround yourself with can 
impact your vibe, so surround yourself with people who support and 
encourage you.  
 


While reading, writing, and arithmetic are all important, here at the ALA, we 
also strive for our students to feel welcome, encouraged, reflective, and 
loved. Enjoy learning more about us in this month’s newsletter. We are so 
grateful you are here.  
 


Important Dates 
 November 2: College application workshop. SCC staff will visit the ALA 


to work with students who are on-track to graduate. 
 


 November 8: Staff from the Marriott will visit the ALA to speak with 
students interested in working in hospitality. 


 


 November 17th: SCC Trip for Girls Get IT! We have 8 interested and 
registered. 


NOV 
2023 


STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
ALA students have weekly attendance incentives this school year; 
perfect attendance gets the student’s name entered into a drawing. 
Congratulations to these students: Brandy Enos, Marcus Johnson, 
and Ross Martinez! 


Brandy Enos 


Ross Martinez 
O’odham/Piipaash 


Phrase of the Month 
 S’ap eñ ta:tk em ñei. 


O’odham  
 


 Nyyuum 'iiwaa xotk. 
Piipaash 


 


I am happy to see you. 
English 


1, 8, 15, 22 & 29: Early Release at 
12:30PM 
 


2: College Wear Day 
 


2: College Application Workshop, ALA 
Front Computer Lab, 1:30PM 
 


3: Higher Education First Friday Chat, 
10AM 
 


4 & 18: ALA Saturday School, 8:30-
11:30AM 
 


6 & 20: Salt River Schools Education 
Board meeting, 5:15PM 
 


7: Girls IT Trip to SCC 
 


8: ALA Students Visit the Marriot 
 


10: Veterans Day Observed/SRS Closed/
No School 
 


14: Parenting a Child with Autism 
workshop, Child Find office, 12-2PM  
 


25: ALA College & Vocational Fair 
 


23-24: Thanksgiving Break/No School 
 


30: Higher Education scholarship 
deadline for students starting school at a 
college or university in Spring 2024 
 


30: Soda With Security, ALA Lecture Hall, 
5:30-7PM 


Marcus Johnson 
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ATTENDANCE 
Adult students & parents: 
Please call our attendance 


line at 480-362-2130  
for all absences.  


 


Education is the key that unlocks the golden door to freedom. — George Washington Carver 
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COVID-19 vaccine clinics 
are also available by 


appointment and open to 
SRPMIC-enrolled children 
and Community resident 


children. Call the COVID-19 
Hotline at 480-362-2603. 


Facts About School 
Attendance 


 Poor attendance can 
influence whether 
children read proficiently 
by the end of 3rd grade or 
be held back.  


 By 6th grade, chronic 
absence becomes a 
leading indicator that a 
student will drop out of 
high school.  


 Research shows that 
missing 10% of school, 
negatively affects a 
student’s academic 
performance. That’s just 
two days a month. 


 When students improve 
their attendance rates, 
they improve their 
academic prospects and 
chances for graduating.  


Mr. Jones’ Health & Wellness Assignment 
Mr. Jones, our electives teacher, is 
passionate about students developing a 
growth mindset, helping them to 
understand they can achieve whatever it 
is they put their mind to. Given his own 
personal health journey, he uses his 
experiences to serve others. Mr. Jones 
developed a health and wellness elective 
class and tied social-emotional learning 
lessons into the adopted curriculum of 
Franklin Covey.  
 


A recent lesson had students build and 
reflect upon their own journeys. They 
created individual outlines of the 
following topics: affirmations, wellness, 
skills/passions, identifying their core 
values, belief systems, emotions, sources 
of gratitude, and questions they still 
have. 
 


Here are some of their affirmations: 
 “I am the ruler of my own world.” 
 “I am the maker of my own decisions.” 
 “I can do this!” 
 “I am a warrior.” 
 “I create my own destiny.” 
 “I am worthy of being loved.” 
 “I am surrounding myself with love.” 
 “I bring my own sunshine.” 
 “I love myself.” 


Mr. Flanigan-Arthurs has this post-
ed in his room for students to tear 
an affirmation off to keep for when 
they need it most. This is some-
thing families can also do at home 
to encourage positive self-talk. 
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Fall Overhaul at the ALA 
This year, the ALA participated in three Fall Overhaul projects on campus: Creating an office “Student 
Center”; cleaning and using the garden; and fixing up Franklin’s (the desert tortoise) home. 


STUDENT CENTER: While this project is ongoing, students worked 
together to create and begin decorating the vision. ALA students 
Samia Adams and Brandy Enos worked on the vision for the 
student center with Principal Wilkinson. 


GARDEN: Ms. Flood hauled over some of the inspiring pavers. 
Student Anthony Mikesell used his muscles to transport the dirt! 
Students Marcus Johnson steered the gator, while other students 
pushed it to the gardening site (the gator key was eventually 
found!). The last photo shows student Vanessa Francisco and Mrs. 
Holzer assembled one of the 
planter boxes. 


TORTOISE: Students Gavin Kisto and 
Wynston Sabori assembled a shed to 
help spruce up Franklin’s dwellings—we 


THANK YOU! Finally, a special shout out to 
Brian Flanigan-Arthurs, who helped organize 
the Fall Overhaul for the ALA this school year. 
Sape, Mr. Flanigan-Arthurs! 
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