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I WILL ACHIEVE 

MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL WILKINSON 
In October, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community will come 
together as a community for Fall Overhaul, a labor of love. The advice I 
share to both students and staff is to keep your eye on the prize and 
continue to find the motivation deep inside of you. Hard work pays off and 
in the end, allows you to enjoy the fruits of your labor.  
 
Our mail merge is live! Students and guardians will now receive weekly 
emails from the ALA Communications email address for weekly student 
progress updates. Email Brian.Flanigan-Arthurs@saltriverschools.org to 
verify whether or not you’re on the list. 

OCT 
2023 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
ALA students have weekly attendance incentives this school year; 
perfect attendance gets the student’s name entered into a drawing. 
Congratulations to these students: Brandy Hayes, Ashki Silversmith, 
Elijah Saba, and Natalie Belvado. 

Brandy 
Hayes 

Ashki Silversmith  

Elijah Saba  

Natalie Belvado 

O’odham/Piipaash 
Phrase of the Month 

 

SEPIJIG MAṢAD | O’odham 
 

 XLY’A SHAXUKK | Piipaash 
 

OCTOBER | English 

2: Lou Coopey School Picture Day 
 

2 & 16: Salt River Schools Education 
Board meeting, 5:15PM 
 

4: ALA Field Trip to Scottsdale 
Community College 
 

4, 18 & 25: Early Release at 12:30 p.m. 
 

5: College Wear Day 
 

6: Higher Education First Friday Chat, 
10AM 
 

9-13: Fall Break/No School 
 

12: Parenting a Child with Autism 
workshop, Child Find office, 12-2PM  
 

17: ALA school-wide writing assignment 
 

17: Young Child Health Celebration, ALA 
Gym, 4-6PM 
 

19: RISE Grant Community Meeting, 
Education Board Room, 5:30-7PM 
 

20: SRPMIC Fall Overhaul project 
 

25: ALA College & Vocational Fair 
 

25: Vaccine Clinic at the ECEC, 12-5PM 
 

26: SPOOKTACULAR, ALA Gym, 5-8PM 
 

30: Big Kids BOOster Bash, ECEC Bus 
Loop, 2-5PM 

SRMG DONATES BACKPACKS TO ALA STUDENTS 
ALA students were honored with special backpacks recently for their hard work 
and dedication to academics. The embroidered bags were generously donated by 
Salt River Materials Group. CEO Ruben Guerrero helped to distribute the bags. 
Thank you, SRMG! 
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REMINDERS &  
RESOURCES 

Attendance 
Adult students & parents: 
Please call our attendance 
line at 480-362-2130 for all 
absences.  

 

Education is the key that unlocks the golden door to freedom. — George Washington Carver 

CIVICS DAY RECAP: SKOVOTEDEN! 
Our annual Civics Day celebration was held on Monday, September 25th. The ALA 
hosted the Office of the General Council and SRPMIC Veteran’s Affairs. Students 
learned the importance of their role as member of their Community and as a 
citizen. SRPMIC Veterans Amanda White and Troy Truax visited with students to 
share their experiences. Council Member Deanna Scabby talked about her work 
and role within the Community and partnered with Angela Willeford to discuss the 
importance of citizens’ voices being heard, particularly in their role of elections 
(picture attached). Fifteen adult students registered to vote during the event! (See 
picture of Ross Martinez and Sabrina Kavoka filling out their voter registration 
packets)! The ALA would like to recognize the following individuals for their time in 
meeting with our students and staff this year: Council Member Deanna Scabby, Salt 
River Schools Education Board Member Heaven Sepulveda, Intergovernmental 
Relations Project Manager Angela Willeford, SRPMIC Veteran’s Representatives 
Amanda White and Troy Truax.  
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The Early Childhood 
Education Center is 

teaming up with SRPMIC 
Public Health to offer a free 

vaccine clinic for all 
SRPMIC-enrolled families 
on Wednesday, Oct. 25, 
from noon to 5 p.m. Flu 

and COVID vaccines will be 
available for those 6 

months or older. Walk-ins 
are welcome, as are 

SRPMIC employees and 
their families. Questions? 

Call the ECEC at  
480-362-2200.  

 

COVID-19 vaccine clinics 
are also available by 

appointment and open to 
SRPMIC-enrolled children 
and Community resident 

children. Call the COVID-19 
Hotline at 480-362-2603. 



 

ALA.SaltRiverSchools.org 

8 Facts About 
School Attendance 
 Absenteeism in the 1st month of school 

can predict poor attendance 
throughout the school year. Half the 
students who miss 2-4 days in 
September go on to miss nearly a 
month of school. 

 Chronic absence appears to have 
doubled by the end of the 2021-22 
school year.  

 Absenteeism and its ill effects start 
early.  

 Poor attendance can influence whether 
children read proficiently by the end of 
3rd grade or be held back.  

 By 6th grade, chronic absence becomes 
a leading indicator that a student will 
drop out of high school.  

 Research shows that missing 10% of 
school, negatively affects a student’s 
academic performance. That’s just two 
days a month. 

 When students improve their 
attendance rates, they improve their 
academic prospects and chances for 
graduating.  

 Attendance improves when schools 
engage students and parents in positive 
ways. 
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